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Dr. George Gey
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks raises many questions whether they are questions on morality, medical practice, or social ethics. Rebecca Skloot takes shots at every set of doctors mentioned throughout the story. She remarks negatively on the Southam and Tuskegee experiments as she should but she also tries to portray George Gey of Johns Hopkins Hospital in a negative light which is completely unwarranted. Gey never harmed any of his patients in anyway and went nowhere near the boundaries of morals and ethics like the other two experiments. He always did what he could for the betterment of the medical field in an admirable way, with minimal pay while abiding by the law.

From the beginning of his life, George Gey was an admirable guy. He paid himself through a biology degree at the University of Pittsburgh. It took him eight years to get his degree because he took a few years off to save up enough money to pay for the upcoming year.(38) Before meeting Henrietta Lacks, he and his wife also had spent the three previous decades trying to grow cells outside the human body to aid in the fight against cancer. Three decades with constant failure compiled with the ability to keep trying and the determination to get through college demonstrate Gey's dedication to the field of science.(30) From the beginning of his life until the very end he was bent on furthering the medical field. When he was dying he asked for cells to be taken from the tumors that scattered his body. When they failed to obey his orders for fear that he might die he searched the world to find somebody that would not because he wanted to make himself famous with the “GeGe” line but because he believed that “If cancer would kill him he wanted it to help advance science in the process.
As the head of Tissue Culture Research at Johns Hopkins Hospital, Gey lived a modest lifestyle. He was anything but the common man of the 20th century because simply put his goal was not making money but enjoying and developing the science world. The Lacks brothers accused him of making millions of their mothers sells but in fact he made no profit at all. Gey’s “history indicates that he wasn’t particularly interested in science for profit;” according to Skloot, “He didn’t even patent the roller drum, which is still used today and could have made him a fortune.”(193) There were points in his life where he “couldn’t make house payments or [even] buy groceries.”(194) But when there were instances where he could generate money for the field of science, though, he seized he opportunity. He was the first man ready when the NFIP was looking for cells on a massive scale instead of using monkeys, which in turn brought millions of dollars to cell culture scientists.(94) He also took great care when selecting his team of scientists. He carefully examined Mary’s dexterity as she wielded several objects during her interview because if George was going to conduct science he was going to do it with the best possible team to further his research.(35) 
When it came to the patient doctor relationship, Gey maintained the patient’s right to privacy as well as their overall health. Gey did all that he could to insure Henrietta’s privacy when releasing the cell line. After the Minneapolis Star released her name nearly perfectly, Gey released his statement in an article reciting the name of the HeLa cell line as a Helen L.(108) Nobody would hear the actual name Henrietta Lacks until years later and although it seems unfair to the Lacks family, keeping the patients privacy was a necessity for him as a doctor. Gey did not entirely hide it from the Lacks family either. An account from a microbiologist, Laure Aurelian, stated that George leaned to her and said, “[I] leaned over Henrietta’s bed and said, ‘Your cells will make you immortal.’” Henrietta smiled and said that she was “glad her pain would come to some good for someone.”(66)

The question of morality and ethics also comes up when talking about his relationship with Henrietta Lacks. Gey scraped cells off of her tumor without her permission just like he had been doing to other patients for decades. Maybe he should have told them he was doing it beforehand, but never did he harm any of the patients and what he was doing was not illegal at the time; “No law or code of ethics required doctors to ask permission before taking tissue from a living patient.”(89) When Henrietta died, Gey again followed the law and requested Day Lacks for an autopsy and got one granted to him. 
George Gey was a doctor above everything. He made no profit from his HeLa cell line even considering that sometimes he was unable to make house payments or buy groceries. He did whatever possible to develop science in his time while still remaining in bounds of a moral and ethical code. None of his patients were ever harmed and although most of them were not fully aware that he was scrapping tissue from their body, extracting cells at the time was not something George needed consent for by law. He also made sure he got permission for extraction the few occasions where he needed it. He kept the patient doctor confidentiality relationship when he created a fake name for the HeLa cell line. He did everything that a doctor was supposed to do and he did it well.
All quotes taken from The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot.

