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Symbols of College History

Unlike many other colleges, College of the Holy Cross has been around for a very long time. Although many do not know the history, the history of the college can explain the reason why the campus is built the way it is and why the students of Holy Cross become so successful upon graduation. 

Most of the buildings on Holy Cross’ campus are shaped as an “I” because the designs ended up being economically better and unlike many, could actually be built on the hill. The shape of the dorms could have been chosen to make the dorms more “homely” for the students. The “I” represents the students and reminded them that when they returned to their dorms at night, they would be greeted by friends they have made over their time in college. In addition, the maids and janitors would be present for them to clean, talk to, and show care and passion much like a mother at home would.

The Holy Cross Football Field was originally a swamp which could not be used;

(better to split this into two sentences)   however, after some discussion, Holy Cross was able to make a deal with a nearby factory which had ashes as waste. These ashes were used to fill up the swamp, which eventually became sturdy enough to pass over, and then play football on. This is symbolic because the ashes on the football represent the ashes from the burned palms on Ash Wednesday. The ashes from Ash Wednesday represent what all men will return to at death and what they will be reborn from after death. This should remind the football players to come back every Sunday without being overconfident or pessimistic due to the outcome of their previous game; allowing them to always play their best.

Fenwick Hall is currently the location of classrooms, the Deans’ offices, President’s office, and Vice President’s office. In previous years, while it was still a dorm, Fenwick caught on fire and was burned very badly. Many officials suggested building a new structure; however, this was not done. Instead, the building was rebuilt and still stands to this day. This shows that even when times are tough, it is possible to rebuild what is broken and this reminds students at Holy Cross to keep aiming for their goals and to never quit.

(The) College of the Holy Cross is full of history and buildings which provide symbolism and which might even help the students become more successful. After Father Anthony Kuzniewski’s speech, I now feel like these places will remind me to keep hope up even when times are tough and to keep pushing along.

Jonathan,

Your writing is generally good technically. And you have provided a good summary of several topics mentioned in Father Kuzniewski’s talk. But some of the points you make in your essay seem farfetched to me.   I don’t really understand how the “I” shape of the older dorm buildings would produce the feelings of being at home or among friends that you describe.  Is this something you have felt yourself ?  Is it something you have discussed with others?  The symbolism you propose for the ashes used to construct Fitton Field  is also a “stretch,” I think.   I think ashes were used just because there was a convenient source of material for the landfill.  I could be wrong about this, but I doubt there was any connection with “ashes to ashes and dust to dust” or Ash Wednesday.  

Grade:  8.5/10

