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The campus of the College of the Holy Cross is very much attuned with nature and the natural world. From the very structures which compose the college to the grounds on which it stands, there is a clear theme subliminally guiding the campus. This theme is one of nature and peace and follows in the tradition of the Jesuits who founded this school.


In many ways, the campus is closely tied to the natural world. This is seen throughout the campus, but perhaps most clearly through the buildings. The proliferation of ivy growing along the walls of many buildings gives the appearance of a campus that is in tune and cooperating with nature. Additionally, many of the buildings were constructed with the intention of an old appearance. Older buildings tend to appear more natural than modern ones. Furthermore, the grass and flora that is visible from nearly any point on campus leads one to a feeling of true immersion in nature. While this growth is certainly a significant benefactor to the campus’ natural feel, it is the abundance of trees that truly classifies this campus as one connected to the 

“Subliminal” means “below the threshold of conscious perception.”  I think the theme you are pointing out is much more explicit than that.

Maybe. But there are many modern buildings that blend well with the natural landscape too.  I think it is more a matter of conscious choices by architects and the priorities of the people who are making the buildings.

natural world. The groundskeepers’ dedication to the trees and the campus’ status as an arboretum is one of unrivaled fervor. Not only is their vast knowledge of the trees and the trees’ needs impressive, but their continual work to maintain and expand the greenery around campus is truly admirable. 


The people caring for the campus have not just begun to connect with the natural world. Rather, since the college’s inception, the Jesuits who lived and worked here have made it their mission to promote the natural world in the campus. As seen in the fact that much of the food supplies consumed here used to be produced on campus, there has always been a clear push for the campus to remain at peace with nature. The Jesuits planted many of the trees on campus and have fervently promoted the campus as a natural space. Not alone in their endeavor, however, all of those to pass through the gates to the campus have become one with this mission. This is seen exceptionally well through such demonstrations as the one to stop the clearing of trees outside of the chapel past Fenwick Hall. 


Surely, anyone who has the pleasure of visiting the College of the Holy Cross can appreciate the natural 

Overstated.  There are certainly dedicated groundskeepers at many other college campuses.  

beauty instilled in it. A short walk down Southbridge Street, however, exfoliates this fact into a very clear light. A simple comparison of the campus to the surrounding area makes its dedication to the natural world overly abundant. 

Kyle, 

   I certainly agree that the HC campus is closer to being a “natural space” than Southbridge St.  But there is another point that you are not addressing.   To me, the campus here is an example of nature bent to man’s purposes (think of the memorial trees), rather than nature for its own sake.  The arboretum trees on the campus are highlighted and arranged for our contemplation.  In a natural forest, the trees have to compete for space and sunlight with each other and with the undergrowth.  A natural forest does not look anything like our campus.  Your writing is good, apart from a few places where your choice of words is questionable.

Grade:  9/10

“Instilled” sounds strange to me here – this word is usually used in reference to ideas or habits introduced into peoples’ minds.

“Exfoliates” is definitely the wrong word (to exfoliate is to remove an outer layer – for example, an outer layer of skin).  I think you mean “reveals.”  

