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The College of the Holy Cross connects with the “natural world” because just like the development of the natural world, the college evolved organically over time.  

Father Kuzniewski’s recent presentation showed how our college began with the construction of one building.  Originally, the class rooms, residence halls, dormitories, and study quarters all remained in one central location.  However, new developments soon expanded the environment of the campus.  Later, different halls were constructed to further expand the learning landscape.  This metamorphosis required a sufficient amount of time to complete. This campus process paralleled the actual world’s development.  Also, like the environmental progression depicted in Father Kuzniewski’s presentation, our college needed to plant roots in order to grow.  These roots eventually grew into a solid foundation for life.  Just as nature seems to work, once the campus investment was dedicated and sustained, periodic additions could be conformed into the scenario. 

For many years, Holy Cross produced much of its own products from the college’s farm.   The production of milk, apples, and other necessities allowed Holy Cross to be 

This whole sentence, and “conformed into the scenario” especially, is awkward.  I think you are trying to say something like:  “Once a solid foundation was in place, the college could grow to meet its changing needs.”

independent and provide for its students.  This independence stood as the institution’s symbolic philosophy that would be instilled in its students’ lives.  Thus, Holy Cross hoped its established “natural world” theme would impact its student’s choices to eventually pursue their own self-sufficiency.

 
Another aspect of the nexus with the “natural world” at Holy Cross was the campus’ rural atmosphere.  The hill that the college is positioned on was thoughtfully considered while constructing the buildings.  The architects first decided to work around the hill.  If not, they feared it would eliminate the scenic setting of the school.  With that in mind, the buildings’ natural “I” shape adjusted for the college’s distinct landscape.  In addition, the college’s natural landscape was saved because the court denied any developer’s ability to build a highway through the campus.  In this regard, it was argued that the sports fields provided a sound barrier from disrupting the school’s tranquility.  This buffer zone maintained the peaceful, student-friendly environment that the college wanted to protect.

The Natural World Cluster idealizes, along with other Montserrat clusters, the meaning of tradition.  Tradition is a principle that is highly respected at Holy Cross.  This firm 

How does independence and self-sufficiency connect with the natural world? It’s true that the college had to be able to handle the practicalities of running a farm to raise the food.  Are you thinking of the connection with natural processes involved with growing crops and tending animals?  This is not too clear.  And how does that get passed on to students?

Picky point, but it was not a “developer” that wanted to build I-290 through the campus.  It was the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.   

Maybe, but don’t forget that this is only the second year of Montserrat(!)  We have not had too much time to develop traditions.

college tradition teaches us that it is important, as in life, to remember one’s humble beginnings and to work to strengthen what is already configured.  Holy Cross exemplified the importance of this concept with respect to the additions to the original building.  After Fenwick Hall was nearly destroyed by fire, the campus leaders chose to work with what was spared.  The remainder was not abandoned, but nurtured to become the final masterpiece beautifully positioned in the center ground of the college.  It is clear that the college believed that it preferred to build again rather than to abandon.  Just as nature builds again, Holy Cross sustains.

The real world demands people to think, work hard, and act appropriately. The college’s rolling hills and engulfing trees provide an amazing atmosphere for students to accomplish just that. The quaint look of the buildings, crawling with vines, initiates the historical mindset that the Jesuit founders had hoped for.  Even the surrounding gate along the school’s perimeter demonstrates this safe and peaceful environment in which students can go forth and provide that same spirit into the surrounding community of Worchester. 

I think a biologist would probably disagree with the the point you are trying to make here.  It seems that you are saying that nature has some of the same respect for tradition and desire to maintain a connection to the past that the college has showed in maintaining its older buildings.  But if you believe Darwin, at least, species die out if they cannot adapt to new circumstances.    Nature renews itself, but often by discarding and recycling rather than by sustaining.

Strange word choice – what did you mean here?

No “h” in Worcester(!)

Carl,

   This is a reasonably good essay.  You have some interesting ideas about the ways in which facets of the history of Holy Cross might reflect or relate to aspects of nature.  I cannot say I agree totally with what you are trying to say, though.

Your writing is generally good.  But there are some awkward

sentences here and there.  Did you try reading this to yourself (or to another classmate) after you finished.  That is often a good way to catch things that do not really work.

Grade: 8.5/10

