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The College of the Holy Cross is a unique institution that has a special connection with the natural world. Instead of battling against nature, the college has accommodated its structure to complement it. This has created a unique setting which has allowed the campus to survive and thrive. 

Mount Saint James has given Holy Cross a background for a distinctive campus. The hills that surround the school, although a challenge for the students and professors who are lucky enough to climb them daily, give the school character. The buildings constructed upon the campus could have easily disrupted the charm of the school. Fortunately, the Irish architect Charles Maginnis was able to create a campus that meshed into the surrounding nature. Maginnis’s approach to the buildings was unique. He wanted to create old looking buildings that would blend into the older buildings previously constructed on the campus. Maginnis accomplished this effect by using techniques such as mixing the mortar with ground up brick. This 

“meshed into” sounds

a bit strange here – “meshed with” would be better, I think.

“old-looking”  takes  a hyphen

decreased the obvious nature of new mortar in the new buildings. By making the buildings appear older, they seem as though they belong in the landscape of Mount Saint James, not just thrown into the area.

Belonging to the landscape is a rare characteristic that can only be achieved by uniting with the nature. This is phenomenon is often associated with quaint cabins in the country or cottages in Disney movies. Like the country cottages, Holy Cross was constructed without causing permanent or exceeding damage to its surroundings. For example, when constructing the residence halls on Easy Street, Maginnis chose not to cut into the hills of Mount Saint James. Although this choice saved the college money, it also helped to preserve the landscape. By preserving the surroundings of Mount Saint James, nature was allowed to thrive around the buildings. This adds to the charm of the school.

The College of the Holy Cross is unique in that it has natural beauty. The term natural can be taken two ways. First, it relates to the architecturally stunning artisanship of the buildings and residence halls. 

I think this is somewhat questionable if you take into account the large excavation that was required for the construction of O’Kane and the way the dirt and gravel from the hillside was used to fill in wetlands on the site of the current Fitton field.  

I don’t think Maginnis was involved in the design of the “Easy Street” dorms – that was long after his time.

This is a major overstatement.  There are many other college campuses, for instance, that have quite beautiful campuses as well (perhaps beautiful in different ways).  Maybe I’m over-reacting to the word “unique” here.  Did you mean “distinctive?”

How are the buildings “natural?”  Explain.

Maginnis’s simplicity in the shapes of the buildings allowed the natural splendor to shine through. Second, the word natural can relate to the ease with which the buildings assimilate into the landscape of Mount Saint James. The campus does not fight nature, but rather complements it. The natural world has grown around the campus, but instead of obscuring the beauty of the buildings, it has enhanced it. The duality of the natural beauty of the campus gives Holy Cross the distinctive characteristics that the students and alumni have grown to love and cherish.

Stephanie,

This is a good essay.  The major comment I have  about what you say regarding the relation of the HC campus to nature is that saying “the campus complements nature” seems to understate the degree to which humans have molded and changed nature for their own purposes here. The manicured grounds and the arboretum trees (for instance) seem more like a case of humans creating a certain vision of orderliness.  Natural forests do not look anything like our campus.  Your writing is clear and to the point.

Grade:  9/10

