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College of the Holy Cross: A “Natural” Place


As stewards of Earth, we have inherited, inhabited, and shaped it into what it is today.  The “natural world” goes far beyond physical science and dives into the deeper examination of the relationship between humans and the environment.  When studying the “natural world”, we are forced to analyze why things are the way they are in nature and what our responsibilities are to uphold them. The campus here at College of the Holy Cross is a “natural” space, with a unique campus layout that has been shaped over the years by human labor in harmony with the silent labor of Mother Nature. 

The campus is situated on the northern slope of a steep hill named Mount Saint James.  This anomalous design of the campus is very symbolic of the mission of the students, faculty, and staff at College of the Holy Cross. Students reach for the stars and strive to meet the highest goals academically, athletically, artistically, and 

Wrong word here – I think you mean “delves” (that is, “digs deeply”).  But it is people who would do the delving, so your sentence does not really work.   

spiritually. The faculty and staff at Holy Cross are the best of the best and go above and beyond to help students attain these goals. 

While the campus is small, its beauty is superior. The same holds true of the student body, for, while, it is small, its quality is exceptional. The beautiful trees that adorn the campus enhance the beauty of the Holy Cross and are symbolic of the journey of a Holy Cross student. At Holy Cross, our seeds are planted, and, through years of hard work, dedication, and persistence, they flourish and grow.  This process is very long and does not end at Holy Cross.  However, no matter where the Holy Cross student journeys in life, their roots always remain on the Hill in Worcester. 

The construction of the buildings also has symbolic meanings.  Kimball Dining Hall, the largest in the whole city of Worcester, is the vocal point of campus. Its vast size and stature, but homey atmosphere, provides a place where Holy Cross students come to socialize and take breaks from their hectic schedules. Its location in the heart of campus   is symbolic of the sentiment that is at the core of everything that is Holy Cross, which is community. Students work together in 

Another wrong word – I think you mean “focal point.”

I have heard Kimball called many things over the years. In fact, the food used to be served “home style” by waiters bringing large serving plates to each table. But does it really have a “homey atmosphere?” Not many homes have a dining room that can seat 1200 people (!)      

their academics, athletics, arts, and join together for worship, eating, and socialization. The majority of the dorms were constructed in an “I” shape.  While all these dorms are similarly shaped, they each have their own history, ambience, and students. This is analogous to the student body at Holy Cross, for all the students that come here share similar spiritual beliefs, work ethic, and desire to lead successful lives, but, at the same time, have their different backgrounds, interests, and aspirations.


The campus at the College of the Holy Cross is a very “natural” place. Through its beautiful landscape, detailed architecture, and warm community, it bridges the gap between humans and nature. Through their studies, students are able to further their understanding of the “natural world” in which we live.

Mary,

  Apart from a very few minor points of word selection, this is a very good essay. The idea of humans as stewards over Nature is a good way to think of how the campus space has developed, I think.  But at the same time, it is important to realize that HC’s campus and a natural forest, for instance, have very little in common. Here the trees are placed and highlighted to encourage our contemplation.  There the trees have to compete with each other and the undergrowth for space and sunlight.  

Grade 9/10

