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	The story The Curious Case of Benjamin Button was originally written by F. Scott Fitzgerald, who was somewhat inspired by Mark Twain's famous quote: “Life would be infinitely happier if we could only be born at the age of eighty and gradually approach eighteen.”  This story was then made into a motion picture.  I will be using the motion picture as my reference in this paper.


	Upon contemplating Mark Twain's quote, it becomes obvious that we must clarify some aspects.  The quote can be taken several different ways.  Living life backwards could mean you start life as an old man with all your knowledge, or you start as an old man with the knowledge of child.  We will be interpreting his saying using the latter definition, since that is how it is in the motion picture.  I will argue that in the light of the motion picture, life would not be happier if we started life at eighty and gradually approached eighteen.


	The main reason to live life backwards would be that when you were in the prime of your life you would also have all the knowledge and experienced of an old man.  But this knowledge and experience does not come from no were.  They are built up from your earlier life.  I think that you would not build up as much experience if you lived life backwards.  As an old man you would not have the strength to go out and experience the world and build this bed of knowledge to guide you latter in life.  Life lived the natural way, allows you to build your experiences in your prime of your life.  You have the strength and endurance to actually learn and experience life.  If you take two people one living life backwards and one living it forwards, I believe the one living life naturally would have more knowledge in the end.  We are made to be strong in our youth to make up for our lack of knowledge, and in our old age we have our knowledge to make up for our weak body.  Furthermore, I argue that any benefit gained from having both knowledge and a youthful body at the same time are greatly diminished by the troubles caused by living life backwards.


	Retracing Benjamin's life we shall see the varied problems and causes of great sadness brought about by his curious case.  Looking at the motion picture, we see that Benjamin's early life had some moments of happiness but was dominated by sadness because of his condition.  As a child he was unhappy and rather confused by his state.  Here he was living with seemingly similar people but in reality they were quite different and he was constantly misunderstood.  They all had families and experience to help them through the day and all Benjamin had was the love of Queeny, which was later somewhat challenged by the coming of her own natural child.  Daisy was also a source of happiness, but social conventions came in the way of their relationship.  He was living the worst of both worlds, a weak old body with an undeveloped child's brain.


	Benjamin's mid life was much more hopeful and easy going.  At this point he and any natural person would have meet in the middle of life's arc.  He was healthy and knew the ways of the world.  At this point his life was like any other person's.  The visual age barrier had been broken down since they had meet in the middle.  He marries Daisy and life is finally happy for a prolonged period.  The only shadow over this time is the gradual realization of what comes next, him reaching his prime and her aging.


	The later years of Benjamin's life again turn to a rather sad existence.  With the coming of a child and the effects of time it becomes obvious that Benjamin and Daisy are no longer compatible.  In order to live in society, Daisy could not raise a child with another child as the parent.  This would put undue stress on the life of the child and the family in general.  Benjamin realizes this and is forced to leave the love of his life and his child.  He must cut of all ties with them and allow his loved ones to go on without him.  Daisy remarries because she needs a someone to help her raise Caroline, her child.  Neither Daisy nor Benjamin are happy at this point.  They are still in love with each other and are forced yet again to be separated by this visual and social disconnect.  I would also like to point out that when Benjamin left his family he was approximately twenty five.  So his life had already become quite sad several years before he reached eighteen.


	The last years of Benjamin's life bring a whole host of new problems for him and Daisy to suffer through.  At this point Benjamin is beginning to develop dementia and is once again brought into a retirement home by Daisy.  He is yet again a social outcast, completely misunderstood and unhappy.  He does not remember Daisy which is hard for Daisy, and for him he is confused by what or who he is.  This continues until his death, which was marked by one brief moment of joy when at his death bed he recognizes Daisy and leaves this earth much like any regular human being.


	Considering the story of Benjamin's life we see that he only really had one prolonged period of happiness, his mid life.  In the beginning his old age and lack of knowledge made life difficult. His later life is markedly sad because even though he is young and knowledgeable he is forced to leave his loved ones.  Lastly the final years are even worse because not only is he loosing his mind, but also he is irreconcilable with the rest of humanity.


	Twain's does put the limit to eighteen, which would cut off the final years of Benjamin's life which were not happy, but even still Benjamin's was forced to leave his family at twenty five, and his life from then on was very unhappy.  Benjamin was knowledgeable and youthful at the same time but this was not enough to enable him to live a happy life in the end.  


