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Odysseus embarked on a  journey not many of us could even dream of. He endured twenty years of hardships, some he brought upon himself, and some he did not. Fighting in a brutal war for half of that time and being practically lost at sea for the rest, could leave even those with the strongest of wills in shambles. Despite of all this, Odysseus himself does not go through major changes as the story progresses. Odysseus’ situations change as his journey continues, but his basic attributes and qualities remain unhindered. 

As the story progresses, Odysseus’ challenges change and he has to adapt to his environment. This is where his infamous cunning and ability to think on the fly comes into play. Being credited with the invention of the Trojan Horse used in the war, his wit is prevalent from the beginning. To succeed in getting back to Ithaca, he has to hold onto this trait and use it whenever possible. The most notable being his ability to come up with profoundly detailed lies about who he is and where he’s come from. He does this numerous times, including when he tells the Cyclopes a fake name. He answers the Cyclops, “Noman is my name. They call me Noman- My mother, my father and all my friends, too.”(Book 9 363-364) This fools all the Cyclopes, who don't heed the Cyclops’ call for help. Another notable example is when he is approached by a disguised Athena upon returning to Ithaca. Odysseus, “jockeying for an advantage, made up this story:”(Book 13 263), immediately tries to secure his identity to come up with the upper hand, with Athena even complimenting him. She remarks, “Only a master thief, a real con artist..you cunning, elusive, habitual liar!(Book 13 299-302)” Of course she says this with praise, and it reiterates how throughout the story Odysseus is referred to as the “cunning”, which never changes as the story unfolds.

On top of being a wonderful liar, Odysseus’ sympathy (or lack thereof) really does not change at all. Throughout the story, his men are slaughtered left and right, and he never feels any noticeable remorse for them. It’s almost as if he uses them as pawns, and thinks of them as no more than just soldiers. Although some are given names and he does speak to them, he often leaves them in the dark for his bigger plans and never gives detailed explanations as to why he gives them certain restrictions. A prime example of this is when they land on Hyperion the Sun, and he tells his men not to eat the cattle. Odysseus says “Friends, there is food and drink in the ship. Let’s play it safe and keep our hands off those cattle, which belong to Helios, (Book 12 327-330).” He does not go into strict detail as to why they cannot touch the cattle, only that they belong to the gods. At this point, his men are very hungry and exhausted, and this statement breaks their hearts. Of course, with Odysseus not explicitly explaining the consequences his men can never know what truly what will happen and they obviously end up eating the cattle. This mistake ultimately lead to their death as Zeus sunk the ship, and made Odysseus’ journey home that much more difficult.

Odysseus also ignores a lot of their warnings, and doesn’t care if it leads to more danger. Upon escaping the Cyclops, Odysseus shouts from afar and taunts the giant, against the wishes of all his men. “I called to the cyclops again, with my men hanging all over me and begging me not to…..they tried, but didn’t persuade (Book 9 491-498)”, this leads to the Cyclops finding out his true identity and asking his father Poseidon to exact revenge. He eventually does and makes Odysseus’ life much harder and it leads to the death of many of his crew. This pride and selfishness can be seen again when his ship passes through the Sirens. Odysseus wants himself to be the only man to hear the Sirens’ beautiful song and live to tell the tale, asking his men to tie himself and not let him go. It is no coincidence that Odysseus listens to Circe’s advice on how to listen to the majestic melody in order to make his fame and legend even greater. He does this, while making them wax ear plugs, leaving them deaf and oblivious to the Sirens’ tune. Now while this is an example of Odysseus watching out for the safety of his men, he makes it a point that he is the only one who listens to the Sirens’. 

In light of all this, I think that Odysseus’ most prevalent and important traits as a character are his ever lasting cunning, his lack of remorse, and pride. Although he is seen grieving for his men once such as when Elpenor falls to his death from Circe’s roof, and sometimes lets his pride get the better of him when he calls out the Cyclops, these characteristics never actually change. He remains serious throughout, and makes it a point to never trust anyone and make sure he has the advantage at all times. He reveals his identity when it is deemed necessary after it has been concealed, and after his men are slaughtered he has a “onto the next one” attitude that never dwindles, where his men are only mentioned when they do something wrong or die. He adapts to his environments, but his abilities and traits remain true. 
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