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	The Odyssey recounts the journey of Odysseus from Troy to Ithaca, his homeland.  Looking at the journey, we are asked to consider if Odysseus had changed in any appreciable way.  I believe that Odysseus did not change appreciably in any way, and is the same arrogant person throughout the entire story.  To prove this, I will compare his character at the beginning of the journey to his character at the end of the journey.


	The journey begins with several unlucky events that place Odysseus and his men in danger.  One of these events occurs on the island of the Cyclopes.  After loosing several men to a man eating Cyclops, Odysseus uses his cunning to outwit the Cyclops and escape.  But simply outwitting the Cyclops was not enough for Odysseus, he lets his pride get the better of him, and taunts the Cyclops as he escapes.  “Cyclops, if anyone, any mortal man, asks you how you got your eye put out, tell him that Odysseus the marauder did it, Son of Laertes, whose home is on Ithaca.”  (Book 9, 500-504)  This act of pride ended up being the entire cause of Odysseus long and arduous journey home.  By blinding and taunting the Cyclops, Odysseus incurs the wrath of Poseidon.  Poseidon was the father of the Cyclops; so when the Cyclops tells his father that Odysseus, Son of Laertes, wronged him, Poseidon decides to try his best to foil Odysseus' attempts to reach home.  This leads to an overwhelming number of setback and disasters, that end in the death of Odysseus' entire crew, and his ten year journey home.


	From this example at the beginning of the story, we see that Odysseus lets his pride dictate his behavior, to the detriment of himself and those around him.  Odysseus shows that his pride will even lead him into conflict with the gods.  With this in mind, I will turn my focus to the end of the story.


	At the end of the story, Odysseus returns home, kills the suitors and regains his kingdom.  There was still unrest in his kingdom though, for the families of the suitors had decided to retaliate.  So as a result, Odysseus, Telemachus, and Athena go into battle once again.  Odysseus and his warriors prove to be superior and quickly obtain the upper hand.  “They would have killed every last man-no one would have gone home-had not Athena, daughter of the Storm Cloud, given voice to a cry that stopped them all cold: Ithacans!  Lay down your arms now, and go your ways with no more bloodshed.”  (Book 24, 548-553)  Everyone, on both sides, stopped immediately and laid down their arms, except Odysseus.  Odysseus, in his wrath and pride, refused the direct order of the goddess, Athena.  What finally stops Odysseus is a direct threat from Zeus, the king of the gods.  “At that moment Zeus, Son of Cronus, hurled down a flaming thunderbolt that landed at the feet of his owl-eyed daughter, who said:  Son of Laertes in the line of Zeus, cunning Odysseus-restrain yourself.  End this quarrel and cease from fighting lest broad-browed Zeus frown upon you.”  (Book 24, 562-568)


	Looking at the final scenario of the story, it is obvious that Odysseus is still just as proud and fearless as he was in the beginning of the journey.  Odysseus goes against the order of Athena, the goddess who had helped him throughout the entire journey.  Even after a long and painful journey caused entirely by his pride and fearlessness, Odysseus had not learned his lesson and lets his pride almost turn Zeus against him.


	The Odyssey might seem pointless, but there are many other characters with their own stories and many points to take away from them all.  One way to see meaning in the story, is to learn from the characters' mistakes.  Just because Odysseus did not learn his lesson, does not mean that we cannot learn from his mistakes.  By seeing the catastrophic damage caused by Odysseus' pride we can learn to be humble.  In conclusion, one way of looking at the Odyssey is as a cautionary tale against the pride.


