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A Great Gen
eral Not King

 In The Odyssey by Homer, Odysseus makes decisions that shape him into a great general, but not so great of a king by modern day standards. Odysseus constantly puts the lives of his citizens and soldiers at risk to improve his reputation. He is willing to sacrifice good men to battle for the personal benefit of glory and fame. Many rulers back in the time of ancient Greece were appointed kingship based on their actions in battle. Odysseus held his power prior to war, but is similar in the fact that he gained his reputation through conflict. Nowadays, the best leaders keep their political positions by putting the people first and not want
ing war. 


Odysseus was the man everyone looked to in the time of need. But did he deserve this, due to his quick thinking and constant reaction of bloodshed? Never turning away from a challenge, he always stood right up and swung his blade. To the people of his time, this made him a hero, to the modern day eye, this makes him a murderer. "'That’s the Odysseus I want the suitors to meet! They’d get married all right-to bitter death'" (Book 4, lines 370-71). A king should bring peace, rather than be quick to draw his sword. Such rash decisions brought unnecessary death to his people. Admittedly, war is sometimes inevitable, but to ransack towns/cities, and allow the rape of women by your own men is not a true king, but a tyrant. A leader with such attributes (minus the eth
nical differences) in modern-day society serves better as a general, rather than the man with access to the nuclear key codes. 


Odysseus constantly praises himself throughout the epic. This happens on many occasions where he wants the fame and glory of being the one who came up with the plan. One great example is when Odysseus yelled to the blind Cyclops who he was:  "I am Odysseus, great Laertes’ son, Known for my cunning throughout the world, And my fame reaches even to heavens" (Book 9, lines 21-23). The Cyclops happens to be the son of Poseidon, the god of the sea. The sea is how Odysseus needs to travel to get home to Ithaca. Since he proclaims who he is, he causes much death to the people around him, and makes the trip much harder and longer than it needed to be. To be a king, one cannot get th
eir men killed in pursuit of glory. The lives of his people have to come first in order to become a good ruler by modern day standards.


The path to being a leader everyone loves is very hard, and some may say it’s impossible. Every decision will be looked upon by everyone, and not everyone will like the decisions made by their leader. Odysseus, having made many quick decisions that affected the people who loved him initially begin to haunt him, and he realizes that being a good leader is difficult. He feels all the pain of every man he and his men killed, every woman they raped, and every home they destroyed. "Zeus is piling like flowers around the sky’s rim, And he’s roughened the sea, and every wind In the world is howling around me. Three times, four times luckier than i Were the Greeks who died on Troy’s wide plain! If only I had gone down that day When the air was whistling with Trojan spears In the desperate fight for Achilles’ dead body. I would have had burial then, honored by the army. At it is I am doomed to a w
retched death at sea" (Book  5, lines 305-314). He starts to accept that all his decisions may not be good, and how he will have to live with them. After this reflection, he starts to try harder to make his legacy a brighter one. When trying too hard at something you often fail even worse, and this what happened to Odysseus. To overcompensate for his wrongdoings, he killed all the suitors, who were the future of Ithaca. 

His quick hand of violence, his rash decision making, and his conc
eited motives which caused the near downfall of his nation is the whole reason why Odysseus could never be a good leader in the modern day world. With all of the important men of Ithaca now dead , what is left to keep the kingdom running? Only Odysseus is left to reincarnate his nation, and take the first step of possibly becoming a good modern day ruler. Until that happens, which is not elaborated for our sake in the epic, he will only be known as Odysseus the Cunning, a man with the qualities of a great Greek hero, rather than a king who could lead a nation to peace and prosper
ity. 
�Your title doesn't really work this way – maybe “A Great General But Not A Great King”


�You aren't answering the assigned question here – this is an OK thesis, but it's not “on task.”


�Ethnic?


�Better:  “A king cannot get his men killed in pursuit of glory.”  





But, in fact, isn't that exactly what many, many kings have done throughout human history?


I presume you mean “to be a good king” or something like that.  


�I think you could make the point that, with statements like this, Odysseus is finding a kind of humility he did not have before.  So maybe he has changed.  On the other hand, this could just be an exercise in self-pity.  What do you think?


�Is there really anything wrong with wanting to be famous?  Is it only “conceited?” The Greeks, for instance, thought that fame was the only way men achieve a sort of immortality – by living on in the memories of later people for the great deeds they did while alive.


�Zack, 





   You have some reasonably good ideas here.  But you're not answering the specific question you were supposed to think about for this assignment.  That is the main reason for the grades below.  I'm giving everyone a chance to revise and resubmit, so I hope you will make use of that.
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