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The Change of a Greek Hero

A journey can be described as either a physical act of traveling from one place to another or an emotional change from one mental state to another. In the Odyssey, the journey of Odysseus encompassed a grueling physical journey in which Odysseus endured multiple obstacles that he used his strength to overcome. Along with the physical journey that Ody
sseus faced, he also went through a dynamic emotional journey. Odysseus was a changed man when he arrived back to his home in Ithaca. He not only survived the trying twenty years away from his home, but during this time, he developed a sense of humility and patience.


Early on in Odysseus’ life, during the period of the Trojan War and up until he arrived back home at Ithaca, he lived with a strong desire to achieve high levels of fame and glory through heroic actions. This was not uncommon for men during the 12th century B.C., as the bolder the action was, the more fame the man would receive. This desire for fame would ultimately lead Odysseus into several troubling situations. In many of the predicaments that he found himself in, Odysseus was able to avoid complete destruction due to his above aver
age intelligence. In Book 12, Odysseus was told by Circe that he will encounter Sirens who will sing irresistible songs designed to lure whoever hears them to his or her death. Odysseus learned that no mortal has ever heard the Sirens and lived to tell about it. Odysseus saw this as an opportunity to gain bragging rights and decided that he would listen to the Sirens. Odysseus instructed his crew to put wax in their ears and leave him tied to the mast of the ship regardless of what he said. While passing the Sirens, Odysseus “ordered m
y men to untie me…but they just rowed on” (Book 12, Lines 201-203). Although some may say Odysseus was just curious to hear the songs of the Sirens, the rest of the crew would also be curious as to what the Sirens’ songs sounded like. However, the rest of his crew was not fame c
razed and as a result did not desperately desire to hear the Sirens. Without Odysseus’ plan, the Sirens surely would have led Odysseus to his death. Nevertheless, Odysseus survived and was able to boast about his experience with the Sirens and the alluring sounds he had heard. 

Odysseus’ desire to be recognized and remembered as a superior being also made him extremely arrogant. This overwhelming sense of pride caused Odysseus to make foolish decisions often at critical times. Although Odysseus was very clever and a generally cunning person, he was not always able to overcome his poor decisions due to his inflated ego. A prime example of how Odysseus’ arrogance ended up hurting him occurred in Book 9. Odysseus had helped him and his crew escape death by devising a plan to outwit the Cyclops Polyphemus, son of Poseidon god of the sea. First, Odysseus intoxicated Polyphemus to the point of passing out. Next, Odysseus blinded Polyphemus by stabbing him in the eye with a wooden staff. Then, the next day, Odysseus and his crew rode underneath the bellies of the sheep in order to escape the cave and the grasp of Polyphemus. This seemed like it was the end of the troubles for Odysseus and his crew, however, this was where Odysseus’ lack of humility caused him to make a poor decision. Odysseus cried out saying “If anyone…asks you how you got your eye put out, tell him that Ody
sseus…did it” (Book 9, Lines 500-503). Polyphemus now knew who had done this to him and called upon his father Poseidon to seek revenge against Odysseus and his crew.

 
As seen in Book 5, before Odysseus arrived home to Ithaca he was stranded on the goddess Calypso’s island for seven more years. During this time, Odysseus hopped in
 bed with Calypso multiple times. Normally, this action wouldn’t be questioned by the Greeks for two reasons. First, no mortal could be blamed for not being able to resist sleeping with a goddess. Second, the Greeks held a double standard for men and women, as men were allowed to get away with many actions that were immora
l. Odysseus, however, was married to a woman named Penelope who has remained loyal to him for over twenty years. Odysseus took pride in having slept with a goddess and even admitted that Penelope could not compare to Calypso in bed. Odysseus had also been stuck on Calypso’s island for seven years and wept for his wife every night, but lacked the patience to stay chaste for Penelope’s love. Odysseus’ pride and lack of patience caused him to be unfaithful to Penelope while on Calypso’s island. 


Ultimately, after twenty years of traveling, Odysseus arrived back to his home island of Ithaca. Upon reaching land, Odysseus met up with the goddess Athena who was dressed as a shepherd and she helped disguise Odysseus as a beggar. This was where Odysseus was seen having changed from when he originally left Ithaca. Rather than charge into his kingdom and declare who he was before the hostile suitors, Odysseus followed a distinct plan in order to take back his kingdom without falling into any sort of trouble. Some may say that this was just another example of Odysseus’ cleverness. However, in earlier stories of Odysseus
 travels, he used his cleverness to avoid death and successfully get home, but ultimately his pride took over and he got himself into greater trouble. For example, Odysseus escaped the wrath of Cyclops due to his cunning plan, but then as he was leaving the island he yelled out his real name in order to gain fame. On the contrary, when Odysseus arrived home and overcame the suitors, he did not let his pride ruin his plan. This was especially hard for him when the suitors would make fun of Odysseus for being a beggar. 

Odysseus was no longer a fame-crazed man seeking recognition, but had been humbled and had gained patience. Odysseus’ patience was portrayed when he originally did not reveal his identity to his wife Penelope. As clever as Odysseus was, he would not have been able to resist revealing his true identity to the love of his life before his journey. Odysseus also showed how his patience had grown after his journey as he waited a couple days to strategize and observe the suitors and the kingdom. When the time was right, Odysseus did follow through with his plan and successfully took down the suitors. Odysseus definitely learned from his mistakes and demonstrated this after he returned home. His new-found patience and humility allowed him to defeat the suitors without harming himself or anyone around him, unlike on his j
ourney where his entire crew was killed. 
�Put “he” here and “Odysseus” in the main clause.  


�Saying Odysseus has “above average intelligence” is an understatement.  He is often referred to as the most intelligent of all the Greek commanders and no one else in the story (except to some extent Penelope) has the same epithets concerning intelligence, cunning, “a teeming mind,” etc.  


�There are times when you need to change a quotation to make the grammar of a sentence work.  You do that by inserting the correct word(s) in brackets in the quotation like this:   “ … ordered [his] men to untie [him] … “


�“Fame-crazed” is pretty colloquial.  Also, do we really know that?  Or is it that Odysseus thinks he knows they wouldn't be able to resist the Sirens so it's safer just to protect them?  


�Note that he cries out the name of his father and the name of his home island too.  So he's announcing his whole lineage and where he comes from too so nothing is left out here and Polyphemus and Poseidon don't even have to do any “digging” to figure out who did this.


�Maybe “into bed”


�“Immoral” for whom?  Part of saying there was a double standard is that the Greeks did not consider this to be immoral behavior for a man.  It's as though they had an idea that men had “needs” that had to be satisfied and any way they found to do that was OK.  Most people now would say that behavior was immoral, but if that's what you are saying, you should be clear about who is making the judgment.   


�You want a possessive here – Odysseus's (or Odysseus' if you don't like all those s's).


�Frank, 





The major comment I have is that your evidence for saying that Odysseus is a humbler, more patient man when he gets back to Ithaca is actually pretty weak.  You mention his disguise as a beggar.  But couldn't that be yet another clever plan to insinuate himself into his house with out letting the suitors know who has arrived?  And did you look at the scene right at the end of the story in Book 24.  Does what is there match what you are saying?  





To be clear, I'm not saying your point of view is wrong.   I'm just saying you have not supported it very well, so the reasons why you are claiming that are not completely convincing.  





The opening paragraph clearly states your point of view so that is good.  The structure of the paper is also fine.  I do think you should try for a slightly more formal tone.  Avoid things like “fame-crazed” in this kind of writing.
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