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    Throughout Odyss
eus’ long and treacherous journey, he is faced with obstacles and conflicts that would push any man or woman to question not only how to make it out alive but also how they can change or grow in order to prevent such things from repeating themselves. Odysseus, however, seems to somehow come out of twenty years of turmoil somewhat unchanged.   The same boisterous personality and cunning mind that aided in his defeat of the Trojans is not as helpful when one is at the mercy of the gods. From the shouting of his name while escaping the island of the Cyclopes to his unforgettable homecoming, Odysseus always tries to be the center of attention.

Odysseus starts his adventure back to Ithaca as a proud hero accompanied by an army of soldiers high on victory. The journey begins with a somewhat meaningless raid, slaughter and looting of the innocent village of Ismaros. Odysseus describes this feat as if it were typical and states “I divided as fairly as I could among all hands and then given command to pull out fast” as if he can rationalize the act by evenly dividing the treasure and leaving quickly (Book 9, 45-46). Odysseus and his men seize this village simply because they can and take do not take the wellbeing of anyone but themselves into consideration. This continues to be a common thread throughout the epic in other places such as on the island of Thrinacia when the men feast on imm
ortal cattle even though they have been told not to do so. After losing a few men to a reciprocating attempt by the locals of Ismaros, Odysseus and his crew continue to the island of the Cyclopes.

On the island, we see the benefits of clever Odysseus as a leader. In order to save himself and his men from being consumed by the one-eyed fiend, Odysseus blinds the Cyclops and gets everyone out of the cave by tying each of the men underneath a ram. All is well until Odysseus’ need to be remembered gets the best of him. As they sail from the island relatively unscathed and unknown, Odysseus shouts, “ Cyclops, if anyone, any mortal man, asks you how you got your eye put out, tell him that Odysseus the marauder did it, Son of Laertes, whose home is on Ithaca” (Book 9, 500-503). This well-known scene is the central cause of Odysseus’ extended journey home. The wrath of Poseidon, father of the Cyclops, is enough to keep the men from Ithaca for another ten years. This event alone should have been enough for smart and cunning Odysseus to realize he, for the sake of everyone, should focus less on his fame and more on his homecoming. However, he continues to make the same prideful mistakes throughout his extended journey home.

The next stop is the island of Aeolia, home of Aeolus, “keeper of the winds” (Book 10, 27). In an attempt to aid in a swift homecoming, Aeolus gives Odysseus and his crew a bag of winds to open as they approach Ithaca. However, to ensure that he, the leader, be the one to open the bag and save the day as he completes their journey home, Odysseus keeps the bag of winds and its purpose from his crew. This, ultimately, does not turn out well. As Odysseus rests, the ignorant crew opens the bag and sends the ship back to Aeolia. This scene exemplifies Odysseus’ self-centeredness and inability to work as a part of a grou
p. At this point in the journey, one would think the concern should be reaching the final destination. However, Odysseus still se
es to be focused on being the hero.

Though Odysseus’ pride and exce
ss confidence led him to face events that could have been prevented, these same qualities are what make him such a great leader. After losing men in the raid at Ismaros along with the discouragement of being within sight of Ithaca only to be sent backwards, Odysseus tries to keep the spirits of his men high. When they first arrive at the island of Circe after Aeolus refuses to provide more aid, the Greeks are distraught and very unsure of their surroundings. “They wailed and cried, but it did them no good” (Book 10, 218-219). Here Odysseus takes charge and splits the crew into two companies to assess their current situation and keep moving in the pursuit of their ultimate goal. Though things do not go well in the beginning, Odysseus does eventually get them off of the island and back on route to Ithaca.

After a year of being held captive on Circe’s island Odysseus and his men are finally set free and told to visit the ghost of Theban Tiresias, a blind prophet in the underworld. While there Odysseus meets the ghost of Achilles and shines light on who and what he truly longs to be. Odysseus praises Achilles by saying “But no man, Achilles, had ever been as blessed as you, or ever will be. While you were alive the army honored you like a god, and now you are here you rule the dead with might” (Book 11, 503-508). Odysseus longs to be as respected and powerful as Achilles once was thus, giving some explanation for his often exaggerated behavior and self-centeredn
ess. 

After twenty years of pride and inflated self-confidence, he still feels the need to make an entra
nce after finally returning home. He is disguised as a beggar by Athena, who has been helping him throughout the epic. Upon entering the home he assesses the situation and makes a plan with his son, Telemachus, to reveal himself and take back what is his. The right moment comes when Odysseus’ wife Penelope, organizes a contest in archery. When his turn comes, Odysseus completes the task and slaughters the suitors and the unfaithful servants to further impress his superiority over all. From the beginning as a soldier to the slaughtering the suitors, Odysseus works to keep up his image as a man for others while also being a self-centered hero.

Though Odysseus comes out of this adventure unchanged, I think his absence while venturing home significantly changed and affected his son Telemachus. Telemachus learne
d to become a man on his own. If Odysseus been around Telemachus may not have felt as much need to become brave and independent because he had his father to depend on or perhaps felt overshadowed and incapable of living up to his father’s image. The tale of this epic also presents the idea that some people are who they are and will not change. Maybe instead of us, as humans, being the sum of all our experiences we are simply born who we are. Odysseus may have simply been born a leader and along with that came the self-centeredness and craft endowed in this epic poem.
�Use “his” here and put 


“Odysseus” in the main clause:  “Throughout his long and treacherous journey, Odysseus is faced … “


�Better:  “the cattle of Helios”  (the sun as a god). I don't think the cattle themselves are supposed to be immortal.    Also, this paragraph jumps around a bit since you say this, then return to the story of the raid on Ismaros.  


�I'm not sure “inability to work as part of a group”�exactly hits the mark here.  Isn't the real point that the men of the crew are not at the same level of cleverness or social standing as Odysseus, so he interacts with them in a particular way?  He's their king after all.  When Odysseus works with people at his level he can be very successful (for instance in a number of episodes from the war at Troy).   


�“seems”?


�“excessive”?  


�How do you think what Achilles says in reply affects Odysseus?  (“Don't try to sell me on death, Odysseus.  I'd rather be a hired hand back up on earth … “)  It has to have been surprising and upsetting, especially if Odysseus looks at Achilles the way you say.  


�Your phrase “make an entrance” seems to be going against the way Odysseus uses the disguise as a beggar.  Couldn't you say he has humbled himself and not revealed who he is right away or tried to make a glorious impression at first.  


�How did that happen?  Wasn't it at least partly the result of his travels in Books 1 – 4?  And this new point comes out of the blue, so to speak.  It is not an idea you brought up before.  You should probably prepare for this by saying something in the opening paragraph.  

















Mary, 





   You have a clear thesis about the main question for this assignment and you present a lot of good evidence.  However, there are some fine points about the episodes that you mention that probably require some more thought or some reinterpretation. 


Your writing is generally solid, although there are a few issues about structure of paragraphs, the place of the conclusion, etc.  
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