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Every person embarks on unique journeys throughout his or her lifetime. In Homer’s ancient work The Odyssey, a noble king, Odysseus, ventures from his homeland of Ithaca to assist the Greek forces in the Trojan War. After playing a mon
umental role in Greece’s victory, he sets sail to return to Ithaca, but Odysseus’ route is far from direct. He struggles as he encounters monsters and vengeful gods, and he loses the entirety of his crew before finally getting home to reclaim his kingdom. Although he goes on a lengthy physical journey, Odysseus himself remains largely unchanged. Rather than acquiring new characteristics along the way, his journey allows Odysseus to further expl
ore the personality traits that he already possessed, such as being craftily deceptive, prideful, and family-oriente
d.

Odysseus becomes universally known for a key trick that helped the Greeks win the Trojan War -- the Trojan horse. Unable to infiltrate Troy by any other means, Odysseus disguises himself so that “[h]e looked like a beggar, far from what he was back in the Greek camp, and fooled everyone when he entered Troy” (Book 4, 265-267). By doing so, Odysseus masks his identity to reach his goal, a deceptive move that he makes multiple times along this journey. The crafty trickery continues in Odysseus’ encounter with the Cyclops Polyphemus who holds Odysseus and his crew captive. In order to escape the Cyclops, Odysseus provides Polyphemus with a false identity, claiming that “Noman is my name. They call me Noman -- my mother, my father, and all my friends too” (Book 9, 364-365). This allows Odysseus to attack and blind Polyphemus without the other neighboring Cyclopes realizing what is going on. When they ask Polyphemus what is wrong, he shouts to them that “Noman is killing me by some kind of trick!” (Book 9, 407). Thus, the Cyclopes believe Polyphemus to be fine, and Odysseus remains safe. Ultimately, Odysseus reclaims his kingdom by again deceiving others and concealing his identity. When he reaches Ithaca, Athena aids Odysseus. “She wrinkled the skin all over his body so he looked like an old man, and she made his beautiful eyes bleary and dim,” altering Odysseus’ appearance enough that he is not recognizable (Book 16, 448-449). Odysseus then pretends to be an old beggar to gain access to his household and defeat his enemies, much like he did during the Trojan War. From the start to the end, Odysseus utilizes his deceptive qualities to proceed through his journey and take back his kingdom.

Just as Odysseus develops a reputation of being wily and deceptive, his pride and arrogance become defining markers of his personality. Odysseus’ pride is a common motivator along his journey. In fact, his conceit often trumps his concern for the wellbeing of others; his hubris endangers himself, his crew, and his family. This is consistent from start to finish in Odysseus’ journey. Coming to Troy, he seeks to be a war hero and have his legacy live on throughout the ages. He gambles his life to boost his ego, which is clear when, in Hades, Odysseus tells Achilles that “no man, Achilles, has ever been as blessed as yo
u are” for “while you were alive the army honored you like a god, and now that are you here [Hades] you rule the dead with might” (Book 11, 503-507). Odysseus essentially prioritizes pride above all else. This is interesting in contrast to Achilles’ point of view, in which he states “‘Don’t try to sell me on death, Odysseus. I’d rather be a hired hand back up on earth, slaving away for some poor dirt farmer than lord it over all these withered dead” (Book 11, 510-513). Unlike Achilles, who wishes to be back on earth under any circumstance rather than be a king to the dead, Odysseus would give up anything for power, respect, and control, including his own life. This same egotism is evident after Odysseus escapes Polyphemus. After convincing the Cyclops that Odysseus’ name is Noman, the c
rew escapes, but Odysseus is unwilling to keep his identity hidden any longer. He shouts to Polyphemus, “‘Cyclops, if anyone, any mortal man, asks you how you got your eye put out, tell him that Odysseus the marauder did it, Son of Laertes, whose home is on Ithaca” (Book 9, 500-503). Rather than being content just with his escape and newfound safety, Odysseus feels the need to take credit for his attack on the Cyclops. In doing so, Odysseus puts himself and his crew at odds with the god Poseidon, the father of the Cyclops Polyphemus. Similarly, Odysseus puts himself and his son Telemachus in danger in order to recover his kingdom, as Ithaca is the root of his pride and legacy. Odysseus’ homecoming is excessively violent. He slaughters all the suitors and unfaithful house servants upon his return, leaving a scene of “corpses and … pools of blood” (Book 22, 431)  and himself “smeared with gore from head to foot” (Book 22, 429). This conflict not only endangers Odysseus and Telemachus with the suitors but afterwards as well, when the suitors’ families come seeking revenge. Odysseus’ need to be recognized and esteemed put himself and others in danger throughout the entire tale.

Odysseus’ family-oriented nature is also a strong influence and motivator throughout the entirety of his journey. His wife Penelope, his son Telemachus, and his father Laertes are prominent thoughts on his mind over the 20 years that Odysseus is away from Ithaca. Odysseus himself claims that his “heart aches for the day I return to my home” because of all that he left behind to go to war (Book 5, 220). On his journey, he thinks of Penelope often, and even the immortal Calypso notes that “you [Odysseus] spend all your daylight hours yearning for her” (Book 5, 210). Likewise, a large drive to get home to Ithaca for Odysseus is to be there for his son, Telemachus, who Odysseus leaves when he is just a baby. Finally when reunites with his Telemachus, “he [Odysseus] kissed his son, and let his tears fall to the ground. He had held them in until now” (Book 16, 202-203). All along, Odysseus wants to be a father and a role model for Telemachus. However, until this journey is taken and complete, Odysseus can not really be a father figure to his son. Similarly, Odysseus misses his own father while he is away. Odysseus often refers to himself as the “great Laertes’ son” (Book 9, 20). He takes pride in his father and cares deeply for him. After his reunion with Penelope, Odysseus immediately goes to his father to see him again, proclaiming “I’m the one you miss, Father, right here, back in my homeland after 20 years” (Book 24, 330-331). Odysseus already cherishes his family when he departs for Troy, but his two decades away intensifies these feelings.

Although Odysseus spends 20 years away from home and experiences a multitude of fantastic episodes, he does not show any appreciable changes. Rather, his identity is strengthened as he is tested again and again by the gods and natural circumstance. This demonstrates that the journeys we face in life do not necessarily change us. Instead, they can function to help us to find ourselves. When Odysseus goes to Troy, he temporarily surrenders parts of himself, leaving them behind for the sake of war. The following journey is a means of recovering himself -- his crafty and deceiving nature, his pride and reputation, and his role in his fami
ly -- through all the events along the way. Who we are can be innate and fixed, but we cannot really see our characteristics and traits until there is an opportunity to reflect them through our actions. It is our personalities that shape the journey, not the journey that shapes our personalities. 
�“important” or “pivotal” or something like that would be a better word choice.


�“Exploring” personality traits sounds like you mean he's discovering things about himself while on the trip.  I don't really see the evidence for saying that, and you don't really bring that out either in the body of the paper.  In fact,  in your last paragraph, you say he's “recovering” some of his personality on his return. That is different, and maybe more to the point.  


�How about “devoted to his family” instead?   It's less “clunky.”


�Doesn't this speech really show that Odysseus values the war-like traits that made Achilles famous (i.e. that he “buys into” the warrior culture, the desire for fame, the idea that you win everlasting fame through war-like deeds)?  I don't see that it is evidence for saying Odysseus “gambles his life to boost his eqo.”  And what does that really mean, any way?  


�This sentence is a bit unclear – It's not the crew that convinced the Cyclops that Odysseus' name was “Noman.”


�OK, but isn't it really only the last one of these three that he is “recovering” by coming home?  The other two have been constant aspects of his personality through the “backstory” of the Trojan War and all of his trip home.  And the part of his personality that is being recovered is more like his ability to share himself, be intimate, to act as a father and husband, etc.   His role as a father and husband is different from the parts of his personality that determine the kind of father or husband he can be.  
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Thi s is a mostly very good paper on the assigned topic. You have a pretty good thesis, and you argue it mostly consistently.  Your reading of the  evidence is good with a few slight exceptions noted in comments above.  There are a few minor issues with word choice I marked, but otherwise your writing is very solid.  
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